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Ocz,md V}_UUJJCO]O all. nin, I did not Pu‘tvmd Rand in goLQu\ﬁ waten. I am eab'c%
8mam&motamb cRina @8 &nora'ou/\ﬁ & on the fQoom. But T am not b‘tw{)uﬂ The @oLQ‘mﬁ
watern wan Poww,cQ over my Rand. Gw&ewfa@% Ocmﬁo Oﬁuﬁ ;)

M‘é fawu@g W 80u/\8 to Swe me Sfue]o on thin one for yeawuw. If wed to Be
Qemm@en v\)a)ew Zoe cut am am,m watﬂ( bafe seisvors? and %wuewx@en waew Zoe
navnated e\)engcaiwg) aaﬂoemm{] in the Roune in care therne wene Jw,anCﬁ TV camenan
Ridden in the walls?" and Qemmgm when Zoe »at on the Qa,,o of) that Beanded
bbmvxﬁen i the Panfzto tell Qanta wiat slie wanted for C fnistiman?” (Twm budu/\ﬁ to
g}ue% nefenence the most emgammbomﬁ stonies of y Souta @efong (Gina can Se't'to
ta)eM) l/km) En gowna Be Qemew\gen when Zoe gave amoeef vecond c@eﬁmee B

(ind &> g_cuw@g a necond chgmee B! Thenes Jwa‘t one J(ivxg brao‘t on my Rand
that Qlistened, the nest ()'wot ned andl vone. But yen. thank Soocgmebb for Nawrve
Joe, Becaure otamwboe. IWOLLQCQ Rave Rad to go tothe %ow G fnistiman g\)e, whecl
> ot g il of  good time

Can | (jwot vay Row much T loved youn dlinections f’omtﬂm Qetten? memﬁ that
ctthe exact name moment, you and I wene &omg the exact pame t@%o I‘t lwmost
fe@t&fu we wene b'Cttw\ﬂ sidle @8 side, tntead of milen LLPCJLt. I]O my calealations ane
conect, o il gt thin o the R0t (it it excetly, ohen the Gl dnop o
witen tn the wew gean, will gou naive a glass to me? T Ge raising oue to you.



IWL 8&& you Oieed youn G fnistman Sqoc I]O I Rave aw(jta‘,wﬁ to bay about it &
will Ge the f)ijw"iofwm»\ﬁ. :)

061% IWL still bu,oraooe&ﬁ) 6e 'ta(wx\g & eabg i terunn o]o wru',ﬁ,v\ﬁ, »o [/wae
Joe fan tstructed me to pasd the notebook arnound and let GQ@@ and Gu/w and
eccﬁe 'F(,QQ up bowme pagen now. IWL SQacQ‘tﬁm wtten nidicalounnens amuned you. Gw&
(Qovx"t\/\)om%. t&% ovx% nead waa‘ttaeﬁ wene Pmmctte&fo :)

Hi Alex. Jhis is Allie. but (et me give you a better introduction.

My full name i Alison Naoko Lancastle. and yes. that is Lancastle. not
Lancaster. Common mistake, but we've used to it. J am 20 years old. J have a
Bachelor's in Paychology and a Masters in Coundeling from the University of
Portland, and J am in the process of completing my two years of supervised clinical
experience 40 J can get my (icense. J'm working toward becoming a Marviage and
Family Coundelov.

Let's see. what else? J am curvently dating a (ovely guy named Evic, and our
three year anniversary is vight avound the cormer. JJ am the very ohviously adopted
sibling. as my mother was Japanese—Amervican and my dad was white. My favorite
color is green, my favovite food is sushi (yes. J'm a walking cliche). my favorite season
is autumn, my favorite flower is the daffodi(. and my favorite coffee beverage i a cafe
au (ait, ov a cafe mie( if J can get it (espresso. steamed mi(R, honey, cinnamon, and foure
deliciousness). J dpent a year abroad in France during undergrad, and J find my
cousin’s (ack of French—dpeaking—oskil(s appalling.

Jt i true that poetry-writing probably won't pay the bil(s, but you could always
double major ov major/minor with a Business degree of some sort. Jhat's a universal
focus that wil( always come in handy. But there's no stress on you (o decide right now.
Hel(. there’s not even §tress to decide when you've actually in college. You can he



Undeclaved for ages if you want. Cove classes usually take up wo or three semesters
fust on their own, after al(.

J(( (eave you with that. J can't find Gina. s0 J will pass this along o Cate.

and tnank you for saying | am more mature fhan Gina. I've been saying it for yeors,
ond now | lhave proof.

How would | infroduce myse? My name is Cate, short for Catelyn (my
middle name is Veronica), and | am b yeors old and a unior at Sommamish Hagh
Sehool (yeah, e name's awesome, | know. /sarcasm)

playing varsty fennis in the spring.

| con tell you're a poet. "I Hhink my favorite place fo vist is one that |
havent found yet' | lice thatl Can | write it down and hang i in my locker<?

Z0e fold me abour your dad, winich is pretty cool. | mean, | guess
technically, the most famous person | know is Aunt Lindsey, but | always forget
about her. Have you ever read any of her novels? She writes as Eleanor
Garrison, higtorical fiction books? But | also met Bil Gates oncel

Lemme go see if | can find Gina.

go Etwun ot that no one can f’m& Gm Becawnse vle i ouchvaﬁ Becawse you
o&ewﬁﬁe& Rern an hinteen when slie W, n fact nineteen. gat an GQch said vo \A)eQQ,
'qp you act Uile atﬂin‘teew—gean—oe&, 8ocuw Sow\ﬁ to 8ef mistaken ]Oom a tﬁm‘teew-gean-
old.

GV\,CQ you CQLCQth aa\)eto 'oa,g any attention to am nonmenne, Geex ICJLODL)QCQ out
thove comments and claeb‘flomb b0 you could cﬁvwme them. S’C(m like that weth



evenyone - slie fQuibo with amgtﬁma that Breatlien, and vlien an\)aﬁb f}udw\ﬁ to ow'qQF
out nomance whene thene tont any. Just 8@5&3&&5 slhe wan convinced that Cddie
from Cappa Joc R fulllen. wadly . Cove et (Wi Gecaane e guve e a caf
lait on the Rowse Becawse QRawn wmenned up Ren ondlen. Qo, Seaa Just ignone Ren?
(L ond fenows the nest of us do.

Qu‘t since blie wont 8ef C(mle’ out Rene to wnite Ren own untroduction, IQQ
Rave GQQ(,Q do .

Im /vere, I'm here [ don’t need an older sister to write my introduction for me/ And

[ was not su[/u’ng, de, overdramatic much? [ was Just ... gff. Do[ng t/u’ngs. And stuﬁ[.

Angm)ag/ [ am @ﬂ'm /io/se Lancastle, [ am 49 years old (t/mn/c you very muc/;./), student
g" the Un[\)ers[tg g[ Was/zmgton (am/ Zg"'e./), marine bz’ologz’st to /7e, bz’sexua[, pun/& rock
c/z[c, and all around awesome indiidual who does not ﬂirt too much because there’s no

such thz’ng.

(de says [ have to make it clear when I'm jo/&[ng because [ don't a[\/\mgs come across
that Wag, and [ need to be more aware gf communicative tone in purelg text-based
interactions. Jo, 9%/}, a/ua’e, I'm J'o/u'ng [t doesn’t do to take me too ser[ous[g T/zouda,/z
there is a part gf me that resents the [mp/[mt[on that Mgﬁ is more mature than |

am. Dude Eg]ﬁg? Did you see the excess of exclamation po[nts? (YEJ Lo I'm /a[da’[ng
Yees/’, ;4/ex, You aren t the onlg protect[\)e one in this fr[ena’s/z[p. Oi \)eg))

And it’s not that I think de’s not s/mrmg t/u’ngs. ﬁrthcom[ng is an excellent word

for her. But as her fam[[g, it's my c/wty to tell embarmssmg stories about her to all her



fr[ena/s. She stole my best materm/, t/ioug/). ﬁm—ggw*a—#&&e—te—aﬁg—«ﬁg—y%e—p%@%
/4 ‘ 2 Ne 2 2 avs, 1 ] 4 V4 2 [ /A aAW4 [ [ JaN/a¥/) /A 102 Nne ] [ N /] ’ 2 2 2
: v 7 — 7) U vtvU U A% 74 74 : v 174 v v v U v V Vv =

O/wzg, she’s threatem’ng to take the notebook avvay from me agm’n. She wants me to
stress that she was six and one g‘ her cousins was egg[nda, her on, thoug/) [ have

aésolutelg no idea which cousin that could Qossiblg be . . .

Peace out, ;4[6)(,/ Live [g’fe to the utmost, a’wa/e, and [ will see you /m‘er./ - @]

Back to we. then. :) Q)Rat Raven't T covened?

You w/uQ Gw@e anent oug'th GQQX, VOLLM I &owf szww %% wﬂc&t you
two vaid to eacll othen? ke, & flne, and | dont Rave « Pmogeem with & on
awdtax,l/\ﬂ @u‘t Qe‘eb not PQ% Scwweb aeme IQV\DVO gxacﬁt@é w&att&co buraraooe&%

ecnel menbage wab. :)

go. to mfomﬁma‘te% move away ]Orwm the Qcﬁaf-e\mﬁzc@ oﬁxﬁ), IWL Seifu/\ﬁ
rme‘tﬁd wornied, a@ou‘tL{Joba. Lcﬁe (en lettens, onthe bwqoace. cuw]pw\e @u‘téfbeem
to me that Ren caeewfc&mebb » mone ForwecQ eacl time nlie writen. (nd vlie wont vay
awdtamg aBout Ren mom. | avk. eveny Qetten, for an u,ocQa‘te and nlie writen Back
the et time G T didit. T thie Mackele 0 getting wiomse, cnd T doct onow
whatto do about it if vhe wont talle about ! It@nuﬁﬂttﬁafo why she wanted to
wnite to wme tn the finst place!

GV\,CQ I now what goun Pejvo,oecﬁ\)e W on tﬂw that you think I ba)oug&dwjt
wasll my Rands 0]0 the wiole nituation, But L]O you could Pmetevxcﬁ Oilee you a&w&ﬁ
said that and move on to 'blﬁu/\ﬁ to Brainstoun a volution with me, ICQ meaQQtd



appreciate it. T know gou paid & few letters ago ot T dont Rave to Be the one to
(el e, thet T could give on the mame of « counnelon, Gt e oo e in
Qetten ge]oone that one who T would natflen nlie g0 to. a counnelon nemoved flwm the
rduation on a 8ULQ love to Ren age who's Been nean whene vle v, vo | lnow that on
some level at least, you do tRinke T can MP fen. | Jubfvwe&ﬁa ]Ou/\& a Way to SeJC fen
1o tall to we.

[/@w to the end of your Qetten. Yeb, I\)e Been a\)oi.cﬁy\ﬁ &, But maum% Becaune
I wanted to wait wtil e\)ejugowe Rad vettled down ]Oou the mﬁﬁt »o I could )IEJJPOV\,(Q
to ot without raeora@e Qoo(zi,mg oven my slhoulden.

Qhct. (. T mean - Rolly ohet. T feel Blindiided Gy ol this. o T can only
Lmaam \A)c)wit Socuw 80(4/\8 'tazwuﬁa ruﬁc)xt now.

VOLL Rave to call Ren. You Rave to call youwr mom. on wnite to Ren on DOW\BM' ’
even if you don’t know wiat to bay, Becaune can You tmagine what nle thinks aften
all this time? She vent buithday and Christimas lettens and neven Reand Gack
from 30“? Qhe mwst think you Rate Ren, that Ren actions wene o mf’onﬁwa@e hat

80“, -

gounﬁ. IWL meangux\ﬁ ab IWL u)m'cthﬁ (ow accubafomg hat vounds, and thats
not wc)w:tI mean. Mg O‘F'd)u)o W on you. GV\LQ none o]o En on Ren.

S’o%. hatsr not ]OaUL I dont know au/w I sholdnt bay tau/\(f)b like that
@a‘tI &owt‘tﬁm‘z tejuug% &56{@8 010 c}\um a‘tt&e moment, LU/\,CQI w 0]0 8et wﬁ’\m
Joc)wx 93 comux\(rj ]Ulwwx, @eux\ﬁ raumecQ ot Rim vo mucl offf\e time.



(lex. T Rope that when gou were oct o gour porcl looking wp at the stans
WKLQP,I wan neaang goun Qetten, you could ]OeeQ the (@5 I wanted »o @a&% to 8&\)3
o Mo one shoudd Rave to go throughl stuff e thes alone. Does QL enond?
Becaune fe seoms Uke nomeone gou can talk to, and T neally waut gou to Rave
omeone gou can ok to aoct all thon. T bnow gou Rave we. and Tw Rappy to Ge
that for you, Gt T not tnumedicte.

(et me lnow wﬁa‘tgoa decidle to do., and Peeabe lnow that Tm Rene ]Oom whatevern
80“, V\RB(Q, 0&,‘/’3?

Youn “FMCV\LQ
Zoe

@g - HQPF‘(} new yean. Gotaug nenolutionsn?

@@Q - [/Lexf Qett?JL oanue& ge gac(z ura to My woan Qet/\gta I'FeeQ Qc(ze IW\, cc)\eaﬁ,wg
you out 010 your woOeQ—Qevxgta Qeﬁfenb, Butto Ge ‘FQUL Bwuned Rand. :)



