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({lex.

Do you know what T neally mins about being o kid? The enthuntarm with
which T wan allowed to ewjoy Uife. WOfen T was lettle and ot would nain. T would
ot o the Gaclgond and i andltinl and jusap tn i prddle and! st even
cane that | wan Seﬁjmﬂ ﬂ()t&ﬁ and! vocked to the Bone. T minn that. ({v adults. on
even @.86{ sefool students, we Runcl into owwelves when & nains, and nuslh to Se‘t
]Omowx Pobvct (i to Pom‘c Q rtuccﬁ% ab Pooot@@e. Lut ﬁxﬂaﬁo Vou vent me out into
the nain. I‘G)ok no umbnelle. Igo‘t%e&. (ind &€ was SQonwwo (How did you make
thove awviowns appear. ga‘tﬂg w%? Gne you oeme‘teg a \A)(.SCJL(Q GQer Gne you ﬁo%@

ou‘t on W\P,Q)

go inthe intenest 0]0 rLeQ'u)'uxxﬁ Rildfood, youwr letten i WaLJG,V\ﬁ ]OO)L you ctthe
DeQ Mm Gm&e VOLUL raru'.ge contn 'Fu)e tickets. Gb‘z ]Oom dLem GZ Te\w will Ge
eaniest to accow»raewa 'CF you go CCFC?J'L 5Pm rome mﬁﬂftaw weel and anle ]Oom J'cwuwd.
O‘tc}\mwibetae perwon \A)omﬂz/;vx{) the Pru'/se counten Prw@w@% wont Rave any idec wiat
Soa' ne ‘ta%umg about.



((lex.
}c@cvééwmﬁéo

Dont be embBarranved, ({lex. o‘wﬁ? Qe)uongﬁ Tts . . . &b nice to Rean Row
wu.tcex you mean To bowmeone, youw fnow? @ow:t Be emBarnanved.

Tw Back atthe LCC, and . . .

I dow’t like Row much Betry and Thom ane keeping [mva in the danke about
whats Rappening to Mickelle, But T dlon't now fow to Rave that conversation.
’W\eﬁ think. vhes a kid. bhes tnocent, thenes no need to vhane all the chFmebomg
details wth Ren, @u‘tvwdt«i,vxﬁ ., e M Q&mm lnow the details, she
wants to undevstand wihats ewmaemivxﬁ to Ren motflen. Qﬂm not ab(zmﬁ me 8et
ryw@w@% Becaune nlte cQoebwfte\u\fzI lnow that muck, whick o rme'tfg accunate.
[ike. T fnow thene's fluid Guild-p. and T bnow thenes late stage nenal failune, Bt
T dow't actually fnow what thove tﬁmﬁo wean, gou kuow?

T talleed to Nichelle about ot eanlien thin week. Slhe vleeps a lot, onthies to,
But vlhe wan awake and coltenent when we 8otfﬂeme on Taxmncfas and! slle vent @e‘bsg
out with (wna vo that slhe and T could talle. Qe wanted to thank we for ooking
ou‘tf’om Libba, and! nle wanted me to Prwwwae tﬁafIQQ Cuﬂ,era cQoux\ﬁ &, even CCFC?J'L slhe
([/I/Lccae%e) dien. Qﬁgo veny ]Omawca and Fomwat va& she naid vle knows wiat
aaroraemec‘z weth ’me and my mothen, and nle naid sle doernt doubt Rim and
doennt doubtthet fe® still Be cround fom Libba,. Bt that vle thinkes Liboa W Sow\ﬁ
to need ol the ouﬂaorct sle can Set T decided to netunn -me!avwm for ]Ummfuwm
and | avked of T could oumoonfc Rern @8 ‘teQqu\ﬁ Ren the tuth. Qhe vaid yen. f (o



ab‘zjo me, Cd/\& IM w& 6)\211, &M‘fi\)e on ‘tfwo oven Te\om on @e‘tmd’b. Qecawoe &
Ren Cfe. and hen decth. Gind Ren daugfiten.

GV\,&I vaid yen. I mean, IWL wot(cjow/\a &f@e Ren visten when all this s over.
Ttw deJC - Twm bnﬁu/\ﬁ to bﬁ:ra @ecmg 0 cgvuca@ aBout Thom for [wvas vake, But &
makes me wonden wiat V[/LwﬁeQQeM W\LSKJC aumaew chCeJL sle (QL(’J) that sle made
a POU/LJC o]o ab(uuﬁ tHhin 0]0 me.

Bleck. (ingoa.

o bign of {{e\fm ﬁ:c().a,ﬁ Tw linda &waﬂoomﬁa& T wan aurow\ﬁ to nee fim
aﬁm. You Qy\ow. Oilee you saidl, Becauve O‘F (im geux\ﬁ aBle to C’w,Q,o OI’L Oﬁ)eJL adlice
on - e (Swof eany to talle to. ocm_go

(Veve actually Geen getting to lnow eack othen the past week on no. He made
hin whole elaBonate Guenbing game out of) bl(hjd/\ﬁ to ﬁﬁww out wag T come Rene., But
br&em& ol wmy time in the waiting noom and not in witlh bowwgoc()ﬁ. Ue came ap witht
nowme Pmettﬁ nidicaloun (and Rilaniows) e;cro@amiiom’ But T told Rim aBout ((inva
and wiat T trging to do for fen., and we talked about Rim o lettle, too. Heb o
nenion ot gage Creele. and! Re comen to vint Ris 8mamﬂr3a eveny cQaa (7S Snamﬁrm'b
Been tn & coma fon aBout nine weels now. If it wene «p to Kevin, Red pull the plug
Becaune fle doerntthink fin grandpa would want to lve that way. but i awnt o
the Qeﬁae canetaken, vo & Ren call. \(<e\) Civen with Ren. I anked about Rir Pawew'bo,
But in Riw wondls, Re Ran an omlﬁ'cw bﬁyud et would make @afmaw oy, and doernt
Uee to talle about it, which of cownve ] tutally get.



It d'wa'ﬁ slows vo much Qosaefﬁ and! Cove that Re comen eveny (Qag you lnow?
-ue bayd & buPerfCtLow. Oike e ]OeeQb thatthe one c().as (e dloennt come will Ce. you
Qmow. ‘d)\e c()uﬁ C(w SW&FQ raabbeb. @u‘t bﬁQQ T&u‘tt&‘z@ a Qo't 0]0 Mwaﬁpw

GQex I Rave the looWeJLJCo hummon Peo[aee (Subt @8 u)nLﬁ,v\ﬁ aBoutthem!! ch.ld
]Oéwe, yen, (jwjt coincidlence, @cdc:[ Rad no voonern written the above then I 'Feet a fara
on g houldlen and an “Ciftennoon. Borealin.”

Ue anked wio T was wm'ilvxﬁ 50 b‘&a&fa}oﬁ% to, and ] told Rim 'Ct\A)abJubta
]Ofuﬂ/u:Q and then ItchQ Rim o lttle about you == not a lot, dont WOrvud. I WLa(,VLQS
told Rim aBout the Pm(jec‘t that oun comenraovw@evwe grew out o]O. e wan veny
wtenested, and! vaid Re winlhed fe'd ]Oocw\& one 0]0 iy letters i the @eﬁmy\m{] Becauwne
ae agboeufe% would am)e wnitten to me.

Ifo nice to Rave ]Oocu/\& romeone to tallk to Rene.
Now to goun letten.

IM ol s gowna Be a chd a‘taﬁmt&'wxﬁ. you lnow? @edwfc Rave
to nememben to tall to each sthen, and Qf,era the lines o]O communication opew.,
ugﬂt‘?

OV\ and you neven vaid - Row did you Oilee youn @ULW% cake tea? DccQI
W\uﬁe you gag on nweetinenn aﬁaiw? :)

}wmmvcg%ﬁgwmcrgcwﬂﬁbnwww&—ﬁwww% IWL borvtﬁ gou’\)e W O'F

Cost a Ffuevx& i the wake O'F QWLW\,C»’L) new m@aﬁome\xp UVL]OOILW'@QS. 3ocuue Mg&t



That o bomtamﬁ that aaioraevuo and T buppone T shouldnt Be »o rtumﬁ to promive
that TO weven up and Geave. Dl ohasg. no. T il meven “ap and Geave.” T wean.
T eant Pmm@etﬂd‘:‘tﬂene wont come oQa.ﬁ wien you and T will CQR,CFC a1ocuft. Becaune
fow do you make « promise lile that? But what ] can promise gou i that you ane
one of wmy Best friends, and T intend to leeep taaffmm&baxr alive and stroug
Qovxﬁ an | can, and an Qomﬁ an Sou'ne WLQQ'u/\ﬁ to Ge rJaJLJC of it T wean. Jve am/\ﬁ onto
B for whact, eeven geans mon? Go goucne il st i thin friendificp antel
Cerst 2028. )

(lex. T lnow gou'me not goung to slled that vwewtan:S ox)e}miﬁﬂt "6“‘5{? Lt
tﬂa‘t@eﬁien, ‘te\)etaumd"b you vaidl, that wannt you L)CJLP,\)\)'U/\ﬁ up- Yoa geu/\ﬁ Ronest weth
me will neven Ge you “bowv\)'u/\ﬁ u1o Ofmﬁo

T think T Sottﬂg gt of most the QPWK that T vaw - Diov > God., mLSC{t‘?
Tt was jwit, not fuy. T wasnt laughing ot gou at all, but ol of o sudden., thene
wan Spaninft whene thene fad neven Geen Spanish Gefone. (ind I dont mind. juwst
Be awane that youl probably Rave to tnclude a vocal lust if you get too cannied

a\/Ocud.
M, nope. gonng T know T was the one P%&Mﬁ fora neconciliation, But
I\)e cﬂamge& my mind. Ga@e & not allowed to meet you ge‘Fo:uaI do. Héb ont not.

You wene ruﬁaf - gou ow% ave one Jdi/w\ﬁ in common and &n me. @ﬂo wants to
Bare « fm&o% on that? Itﬁu&tﬂw U @ We move fom you, Czyww'mg wlhen to let

tc)\ebe tﬂmﬁo go-

G%uﬁﬂ . well, mone 'chevx&b 0 C«.Q\A)aﬁb Soo&, achI ce}itau/x@g shouldnt
Be JOuduAﬁ to ,ome\)evct you fnovw aa\)w\ﬁ mone ‘FYILQV\CQJ) I buppove 'qp you rywwwae that



you and Ga@e wont meet in pervon ge]oolw you QV\&I meet in person, the ]Ofuewﬂb@r
can continue. :)

I agnee that we av DOCLQJCS slould pay each otflen CDW\J[JQLW\L’,VCbJ mone often.
(DRechk 05 why T will el gou that while goun personalityy mag not bunst off the page
like mine araraa)wvd:% does, it doen roe)wnecﬁte eveny el of wiat you wnite, wolid and
ofea&g. Vour Pmom@dﬁg and] voice in my Read Rav Become a comfomﬁmg presence
that T love braewc&,v\ﬁ time with (when godme not 8eﬁ1m8 FumeoQ ot me*). Qo thank
you for that.

Cometimen [ feel like Becoming o teacken s kind of tnevitalle, Gecawne that's
what gou do if gou dlo romething »illy lke majon tn Hostony. But - T don’t know.
—Www'b d'wof o mucl 0]0 the teacewx\ﬁ 'OTLO'FQJJDLOVL 'taafI Rave no intenest in. I dont
wantto deal wethh ramogeewx studlents, and I dont want to (ngf neflanlt the vame Bito
0]0 wao% oven and oven again., and T dlont want to Sma&e enbayp and Pnodec'bo and
tents. I (jwof want the C{wﬁmﬁ Pa}iﬁ 0]0 &

(ictually, what T thnk T want to do. thes »illy pipe dream that Jve nevern
meaQQﬁ told angone aBout Becawve &En nst atang haths gowna aararoew - God., &n »o
farn Fetcag& and nidicaloun that T dont even wantto write it down. Tt nasy. outt
of the nealm of ,ooob'c@'c@d% nasy. But i a world wlene mpom@@a dreamn come
tre - [ think T would eujoy Getng the cuncton of the Qmithoonian [Nwvewn of

G&Q' I wuﬁafab well winl to e Queew 0]0 Q%Qavx&' I\)e Cooked into &, and
Er an cm:lu:&(g% cowuraeﬁii\)e fie(),& you Rave to oﬁw% f’om yeaw and Sef Pu@@wﬁe&
and — and the gm&abomawo @meam on, Zoe.



Veall. [/Le\)m gowna !Zar;,m Lutin a meec’tWochQ C.
WAT.

Hang on. You own TGP SHOES? WHY DID MOUE OF YOUR
SIBLINGS BRING THIS UP TO ME OVER CHRISTIMGS??

Oéﬂ.ﬁ theve ane y ctaebﬁom:
1. @V\;evx did Soufh.ﬁ and! eann to JCO.P dance? Yocc mast tell we. (/km).

9. I]O you fad to braem&tﬁe nest 0]0 youwr Q'qoe a» a Bind on a f’w& which would
80“, CVLOOD(’,?

3. Im ruwuw/\ﬁ out of) matenial. Tﬁw u)aiﬁ;/\ﬁ noom W a poor condlucton 'Fom
cneaﬁ\)étﬁ. @Km wan the last time gou coloned withh magovw?

Oﬁaﬁ theve ctuebflom ane Ronible. Im 8ow\5 to cLaL‘t wiile Im allead. :)

Youn rmcew&
Zoe



